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A story of ethnoscape and the capitalist mode of 
production




Long-term Benefits

Ethnoscape
The story describes the life of a man Named Nok who travels to Bangkok out of the necessity of 
income for his family.

Reduces risk of weight gain

Ethnoscape
As it refers to the flow of people across boundaries, Nok migrated 
to Bangkok for the reward of earning money for himself and his 
family. The construction of resorts is one of the larger structural 
forces that organize the tourism industry. Nok sold his labor to a 
privately held resort construction company that profited off of the 
demand of tourism.  

Immune Boost

The work conditions and pay for workers such a Nok are often 
suboptimal.  In general the realtionships between tourist and the 
local people are unequal power realtionships.

Capitalist Mode 
of Production

Unlike the domestic and tributary modes of production, the 
workers in a capitalist mode of production are separated from 
the means of production.  For example, Nok had no control over 
the shifts he worked and had no ownership of tourist resort 
projects that he helped construct.  The owners of these resort 
projects kept wages low and profited off of the construction of 
the buildings.

Political 
Economy

The state and social structures of Bangkok defined the 
terms in which Nok must live. His life was heavily influenced 
by the demand of his work.  For example, his supervisor 
threatened his livelihood to prevent him from missing work 
to be with his sick father.

The King of Bangkok provides us with a graphically realistic 
depiction of the social, economic, and historical confines of 
the Thai working class.


